
Condemnation of Carcasses

Sponsored by Pfizer Animal Health               Southwest Region

(This is the first in a series to address the losses suffered by dairy producers from condemnation of whole or part of a carcass)
A common condition for condemnation/ loss of food
product in cull dairy animals is Malignant Lymphoma
Malignant Lymphoma is caused by a virus known as
Bovine Leukemia.  This disease causes the lymph nodes
to swell and can often be recognized visually.
Internal swelling may not be detected until slaughter.
Who has the “power” to condemn an animal?  A
USDA veterinarian is the only person who can
condemn an animal at the packing plant.  If a carcass
is in question it will be pulled from the line but has to
be inspected by the USDA veterinarian.  The sole
reason an animal is condemned is that it is not safe
for human consumption. Cull dairy animals need to be
of the quality that you would feed it to your family.
Extent of loss:  If there are signs of the disease the
carcass is not safe for human consumption and is
condemned.
How do I know when to cull or when to euthanize
a cow?  If the prospective cull animal is healthy she is
a candidate for culling to market. If the animal
exhibits signs of being sick and is not going to survive
then she is at high risk of condemnation.  Market
animals need to be a good source of safe food.
How can you prevent condemned cows at the
packer?  Sound herd health programs in place can
help to prevent diseases.  Work with your veterinarian
to make sure protocols are followed and that
employees are trained to identify or look for

symptoms in cows, (labored breathing, tremors, high or
low temperatures, etc.)
Specific practices to help control Malignant
Lymphoma:
The disease is viral and can be transmitted through
blood or colostrum, (in vitro; ear tagging; gouge de-
horning; surgical instruments; re-using needles; re-using
obstetric sleeves).  Diagnosis of malignant lymphoma is
the detection of antiviral antibodies in the serum.
* Cows with the highest persistent lymphocytosis should
   be culled
* Separate new calves from Dams immediately following
   birth
* Needles and obstetric sleeves should not be used on
   more than one cow
* Disinfect all surgical/ blood contaminated tools,
   instruments
* Calve in a clean pen
* Feed colostrum from seronegative cows - feed high
   quality milk replacer
* Control, minimize biting insects

If you have any questions please refer to your herd
veterinarian for more information and remember, that
your veterinarian is very interested in any
condemnation reports.  These can be used as tool to
help improve herd health!
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